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E PUBLISH BELOW AN IMPOR- | 


tanteuiting from a private correspon- 
dence which passed between two Sikh gentle- 
men, and’copy of which has been sent to us. 
Ita clear-set arguments make comment 
superfluous! It is time that this harmful 
controversy should cease and oar energies 
be directed to more useful work. If any 
evil consequences follow, the blame shall lie 
entirely on the shoulders of those who have 
started it and now persist in keeping it up 
* On the question of Ragmala, Lam 
afraid I do not.agree with you. ' Ragmala 
is one of about a dozen of apocryphal 
pieces and memoranda which found their 
way to the Sacred volume through the 
tarelessness of unthinking ancient scribes 
Several of the hymns thus added аге, 
almost certainly, the compositions of the 
First and the Fifth Gurus, as clearly stated 
therein. They breath the same spirit, their 
digmciion and style and the moral and re- 
ligious lessons they teach, are the same as 
found inthe hymns of the Granth Sahib 
itself, The same however cannot be said 
about the Ragmala. No amount of specious 
reumentation, such as has been indulged 
in by the Khalsa Smachar can prove it to 
beeither composed by the Gurus or copied 
into the Granth Sahib under their authority, 
any more than the other extraneous matter: 
All your best scholars, ancient and modern, 
who have studied the question, are agreed | 
on this point. The Ваза is cloarly and 
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Дад RE 
¿dancing کے > سم‎ Kama Kandala in their attempt 
47% : to excell each other sing songs in all these 
۷ тада in the presence of the raja of Kamae! 
77 pati. The only connections this Ramgala. 

has with the Granth Sahib, is that the 

names of the majority of the rags men- 

| tioned in the Sacred’ Sook are strung 'toge- 

ther here in verses; otherwise it is an 
absolutely jejune and pedantic piece of 
composition, full of jingling words only. 

‚That, Guru Gobind Singh Ji. dictated Wy 

his supernatural powers, a Copy called the 
Damdamme-wali-birg, asthe Dhirmalites of 
Kartarpur refused him the loan of their 

Book and no other copy existed to copy 

from and that four copies were subsequently 

š _ made from this sppernaturally dictated 
< ,yolume for the four principle Sikh temples, 
EE. EA nu 

| ete., isalla myth, a modern invention. The: 

| fact remains that this Damdame-wali-bir 

| does not exist amd the onus of proving that 

| the four copies now pointed out were 

made from it, lies on those who make 

' the assertion. Еуей if it be  grant- 
ed for a moment, that it was so, the 
argument will prove too much, for these 
very copies include, in the game way. 
as the Ragmala, the reeipBtgor making 
ink and dates of death of the Gurus, ete. 
As a matter of fact, however," Sdores of 
copies of the Book existed before Guru 
Gobind Singh's arrival at Damdama some- 
where about S. (764. They can be seen 
even now. A number of them passed: 
through his hands and contain. his auto-| 
graph. Some. of them even include the! 
| hymns of the Hh Guru. All these con- 


T tain, after the mudiwim, nis ОҒ thi 

Book, not only the Ragmala, buta ایب‎ ee ap 

number of other compositions as ^W di a V 
| above. No sacrilege has, therefore, been: h 
38x | | 


4 + committed, at least no more thin i 
7 leaving out the other pieces, by a 
| about 200 copies bound’ to meet the de? 
mand of those Sabhas, ete; who wanted: 
the Granth Sahib without any extraneous t 
А matter. Sacrilege was: we af ly COMA. gap bast 


mitted when some old scribe Жб погапф 4 | =. 
the consequences, copied this, ок ga š “Le nay 
| pieess-. on he fiy-leaveg df the Grant bo 
T Again Apo ees peopl | Es 
thie first to de it. There ex: 
dozer old manuscript copi 
“contain any such extraned 
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a printed edition appeares without thi ж у 
vi Ragmala. In my%opinisn the Вћазаш і t Ë 
Uu ` | people have done well "in. publishing tha ہف‎ 
1 Ух Granth Sahib in . its purestsiorm an % * 
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| jn its s me be overlooked. The alarms! Ceo. BANI 
۹ | raised regarding the action of the Б asaur) ¢ 
~ Dewan Being taken as а. preceleat. by | * जे 
some «people im | future, to corrupt the Es, 
text of the Granth Sahib itself, aro fancis#) a ` 
ful and silly. What is there to prevent ; 
: such people from doing. so even now | testo +: 
Miel Amd again, when smeh a situation does 
| arise, there will айі таз "enough to әке! 
| suitable steps. But fancied dangers, liked, . 
| this should not prevent us from pubdlish-} ۰ 
%- мо ing the Granth Sahib in its purity, ina | 
| “the meanwhile.” In fact, itoushtto have AEN 
| жы | been the Я usiness of the Chief Khalsa | 
~~ | Dewan 40 do what tae Dhasaur men have | 
۹ ES 3 | 
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